Date 

Name of Governor or Mayor or City Council member
Address

Re: Request for a Proclamation 
Dear [Name of Governor or Mayor or City Council member]:
Please issue a proclamation celebrating the week of Sept. 16 - 22, 2007, as Unmarried and Single Americans Week in (insert name of state or city). I am making this request as a resident of (insert name of city or state) and as a member of the Alternatives to Marriage Project, a nonprofit and nonpartisan equal-rights organization promoting fairness for unmarried people.
According to the Census Bureau’s 2005 American Community Survey, the majority of households in the California are now headed by unmarried adults.  In the Los Angeles metro area, unmarried people head nearly 53% of households; people living alone comprise nearly 48% of unmarried households.  In the San Francisco metro area, unmarried people head over 53% of households; people living alone comprise over 54% of unmarried households.
Governor Gray Davis issued a proclamation in 2002.  I have attached sample language that you might use in a proclamation this year. 
Please send the original of the proclamation to the Alternatives to Marriage Project so it can be posted at www.unmarried.org. Please mail the proclamation to: Alternatives to Marriage Project, PO Box 320151, Brooklyn NY 11232.  If you have any questions, your proclamation coordinator can contact Ms. Nicky Grist, AtMP’s executive director, at 718-788-1911.

I am sure that your unmarried constituents will be pleased that you took the time to acknowledge their contributions to society as employees, volunteers, family members and good neighbors. 

Sincerely,

 

Your name
Your address
Your phone number
By virtue of the authority vested in me, the week of

September 16 - September 22, 2007, is hereby officially recognized as:

Unmarried and Single Americans Week

WHEREAS, the U.S. Census Bureau now estimates that 92 million adults in the United States are unmarried and that over half of the nation’s households are headed by unmarried people, as are a majority of households in 24 states and over 300 American cities; and

WHEREAS, unmarried Americans are diverse: 29% live alone, 12% are raising children, and 14% are senior citizens; and 
WHEREAS, unmarried men and women make significant contributions to the well being and

prosperity of (location) as workers, consumers, parents, volunteers, taxpayers and voters; and

WHEREAS, The Alternatives to Marriage Project (AtMP) is a nonprofit organization working nationally to end discrimination on the basis of marital status and to relieve and reduce the stigma against being unmarried; and
WHEREAS, AtMP and its nearly 1,000 California members are celebrating Unmarried and Single Americans Week with events in the Los Angeles and San Francisco Bay areas; and

WHEREAS, (location) is pleased to recognize and honor its unmarried residents and commends the Alternatives to Marriage Project for its ongoing efforts to educate elected officials, corporate executives, and the general public about the needs and concerns of unmarried and single Americans as workers, consumers, parents, volunteers, taxpayers and voters;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ___, do hereby recognize September 16-22, 2007, as Unmarried and Single Americans Week in (location), and I call this observance to the attention of all our population.

Dated: ________________ 
__________________________________

Signature

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
