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MMMMMMMMiiiiiiiissssssssssssssssiiiiiiiioooooooonnnnnnnn        ssssssssttttttttaaaaaaaatttttttteeeeeeeemmmmmmmmeeeeeeeennnnnnnntttttttt::::::::                
The Alternatives to Marriage Project (AtMP) 

advocates equality and fairness for unmarried 

people, including people who are single, choose 

not to marry, cannot marry, or live together 

before marriage. We provide support and 

information for this fast-growing constituency, 

fight discrimination on the basis of marital status, 

and educate the public and policymakers about 

relevant social and economic issues. We believe 

that marriage is only one of many acceptable 

family forms, and that society should recognize 

and support healthy relationships in all their 

diversity. AtMP is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. 
 
 

Board Chair Meaghan Lamarre and Treasurer 
Jo Van Every approached a gathering in 
Chicago.  

SSSSSSSSppppppppeeeeeeeecccccccciiiiiiiiaaaaaaaallllllll        PPPPPPPPrrrrrrrroooooooojjjjjjjjeeeeeeeeccccccccttttttttssssssss        iiiiiiiinnnnnnnn        22222222000000000000000077777777        ––––––––        EEEEEEEEdddddddduuuuuuuuccccccccaaaaaaaattttttttiiiiiiiinnnnnnnngggggggg        tttttttthhhhhhhheeeeeeee        PPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbblllllllliiiiiiiicccccccc        &&&&&&&&        MMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeddddddddiiiiiiiiaaaaaaaa::::::::        
Thanks to the tireless work of fabulous volunteers, AtMP added even more high-quality 

information to our rich website in the past year. Here is a sample of what’s new (the web 

address for each page is www.unmarried.org/pagename):  

ADOPTION:ADOPTION:ADOPTION:ADOPTION: Children need loving homes, but there's a growing movement to stop 

unmarried people (or people and families) from adopting, disregarding the best interests 

of the children. /adoption-2.html 

DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS:DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS:DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS:DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS: Towns, states and employers offer different rights 

and responsibilities. /dp-registries.html and /dpbenefits.html 

HEALTH CARE:HEALTH CARE:HEALTH CARE:HEALTH CARE: Access to health care should not be determined by marital or 

relationship status. /universal-health-care.html 

HOUSING:HOUSING:HOUSING:HOUSING: Discrimination in housing is widespread, completely unfair -- and yet 

still perfectly legal. /housing.html  

INCOME TAXESINCOME TAXESINCOME TAXESINCOME TAXES:::: Incomes should be taxed without regard to marital status, but 

married people collectively receive a $30 billion tax bonus each year.  /federal-income-

taxes.html  

MARRIAGE PROMOTION:MARRIAGE PROMOTION:MARRIAGE PROMOTION:MARRIAGE PROMOTION: There is still no evidence that diverting money from 

anti-poverty programs to marriage programs helps people escape poverty. /rings2.pdf 

VOTINGVOTINGVOTINGVOTING:::: If unmarried people voted as regularly as married people, politicians 

would listen to us. AtMP makes it easy to register to vote! /voting-2.html 

 

In addition to supporting AtMP members and web visitors through the website, AtMP 

educates the general public through the media. Here are excerpts from a few of AtMP’s 

2007 press releases: 

 

Feb. 5: Valentines Day Celebrates All Loving Relationships, Not Only Marriage In 

contrast to many organizations that are promoting February 11-17 as "Marriage Week," 

AtMP believes that Valentine's Day is everyone's opportunity to celebrate love and 

should not become limited to promoting an exclusive institution. … 

 

Aug. 31: AtMP Demands End to Labeling Children "Illegitimate" The Center for 

Immigration Studies released a report entitled, "Illegitimate Nation: An Examination of Out 

of Wedlock Births Among Immigrants and Natives." AtMP disputes the report's 

assumptions, and protests its repetitive use of the term "illegitimate." … 
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Sep. 14: Unmarried and Single Americans Week September 16 - 22 The top three 

realities facing unmarried people in the U.S. are: Unmarried people are diverse; Marital 

status discrimination is widespread and legal; and Focusing on the "institution of 

marriage" serves political interests more than it serves people. … 

        
EEEEEEEEvvvvvvvvaaaaaaaalllllllluuuuuuuuaaaaaaaattttttttiiiiiiiinnnnnnnngggggggg        &&&&&&&&        AAAAAAAAddddddddjjjjjjjjuuuuuuuussssssssttttttttiiiiiiiinnnnnnnngggggggg::::::::        
As a tiny organization with a big vision, AtMP strives for efficiency and effectiveness. A 

few examples of how we test our results and adapt new tools: 

COMMUNITY:COMMUNITY:COMMUNITY:COMMUNITY: People visited www.unmarried.org over 350,000 times in 2007. 

Most found us through Google when searching for help on common law marriage or 

cohabitation. We want more people to find AtMP, especially when they are looking for 

help about singles’ rights. So we applied for and won a Google Grant. Now AtMP shows 

up at the top of Google searches on a wide variety of relevant terms, from living single to 

living together – for free! 

MEDIMEDIMEDIMEDIAAAA: : : : When unmarried Halle Berry announced her pregnancy, AtMP appeared 

on national TV to say that what babies need is adequate food, housing, and love, not 

marriage certificates. That day, more than twice the usual number of people visited our 

website. 2007 proved that getting media can increase public understanding of unmarried 

families. Beyond simply issuing press releases, AtMP is working to strengthen our 

relationships with reporters and editors who can include our views in the daily news. 

POLICY:POLICY:POLICY:POLICY: We know that marital status shapes access to health care in America, 

but to influence the debate on health care reform we must go to the experts and speak 

their language. So we’ll dedicate more time to explaining the facts, telling members’ 

stories, identifying key players and building alliances.         
        
JJJJJJJJuuuuuuuusssssssstttttttt        ssssssssoooooooommmmmmmmeeeeeeee        ooooooooffffffff        AAAAAAAAttttttttMMMMMMMMPPPPPPPP’’’’’’’’ssssssss        22222222000000000000000077777777        mmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeddddddddiiiiiiiiaaaaaaaa        aaaaaaaappppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaarrrrrrrraaaaaaaannnnnnnncccccccceeeeeeeessssssss::::::::                
PRINT:PRINT:PRINT:PRINT: Associated Press, Best Practices in Compensation and Benefits, Campus 

Progress, Forbes, Hartford Courant, Human Resources, Ms., New York Times, Rocky 

Mountain Chronicle, Sacramento Bee, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Washington Post, 

Women’s Health; TELEVISION:TELEVISION:TELEVISION:TELEVISION: CNN Headline News; RADIO:RADIO:RADIO:RADIO: Canada’s CFRB and 

CKNW; California’s KTLK and KVPR; public radio affiliates in Southern California and 

Wisconsin; INTERNET:INTERNET:INTERNET:INTERNET: CNN, Dating Road Kill, Floridatoday, Minyanville, Salon. 

        

GGGGGGGGooooooooaaaaaaaallllllllssssssss        ffffffffoooooooorrrrrrrr        22222222000000000000000088888888::::::::        
� INCREASE VOTER TURNOUTINCREASE VOTER TURNOUTINCREASE VOTER TURNOUTINCREASE VOTER TURNOUT:::: Across age, 

race and gender, almost half of eligible voters 

who were unmarried chose not to vote for 

president in 2004. We will help unmarried 

people register to vote, and try to change the 

way unmarried people feel about voting. 
� RERERERE----FRAME UNIVERSAL HEALTH CAREFRAME UNIVERSAL HEALTH CAREFRAME UNIVERSAL HEALTH CAREFRAME UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE::::    
AtMP will keep pressing the point that reforms 
aren’t complete universal unless they are 
marriage-neutral. 

� DEFEAT DISCRIMINATORY BALLOT DEFEAT DISCRIMINATORY BALLOT DEFEAT DISCRIMINATORY BALLOT DEFEAT DISCRIMINATORY BALLOT 
INITIATIVESINITIATIVESINITIATIVESINITIATIVES:::: AtMP will rally our members to 

support local efforts against a ban on unmarried 

adoptions in Arkansas and constitutional 

amendment that would exclusively privilege 

marriage in Florida.         
� PREPARE FOR THE NEXT PREPARE FOR THE NEXT PREPARE FOR THE NEXT PREPARE FOR THE NEXT DECADEDECADEDECADEDECADE::::    To 

ensure future success, we will grow our board of 

directors, energize members through online 

advocacy, and seek foundation grants for this 

important work.        
 

 
Member Yvonne Farrell sported an AtMP t-shirt 
at a gathering in Washington DC.
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22222222000000000000000077777777        IIIIIIIInnnnnnnnccccccccoooooooommmmmmmmeeeeeeee        &&&&&&&&        EEEEEEEExxxxxxxxppppppppeeeeeeeennnnnnnnsssssssseeeeeeeessssssss    
Donations 39,995 
Other income 818 
Net sales 1,311 
Total income $42,074 
  
Personnel 28,283 
Professional fees 1,245 
Postage & printing 8,983 
Office supplies & equipment 1,390 
Telephone, internet etc 788 
Travel, training & conferences  1,507 
Permits, dues & subscriptions 1,225 
Total expenses $43,421 
  
Net income -($1,347) 
  
Net assets at 12/31/07 $27,405 
You can view AtMP’s annual financial 
report to the IRS at www.guidestar.org, or 
receive a copy by calling 718-788-1911.  

 

 
Members Eli Reyes, Stacey Alexander and 
Ann Schranz conversed at a gathering in 
Los Angeles. 

HHHHHHHHuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnddddddddrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeddddddddssssssss        ooooooooffffffff        ppppppppeeeeeeeeoooooooopppppppplllllllleeeeeeee        ssssssssuuuuuuuuppppppppppppppppoooooooorrrrrrrrtttttttteeeeeeeedddddddd        oooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        wwwwwwwwoooooooorrrrrrrrkkkkkkkk        iiiiiiiinnnnnnnn        22222222000000000000000077777777        ––––––––        tttttttthhhhhhhhaaaaaaaannnnnnnnkkkkkkkk        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuu!!!!!!!! 
BBBBBBBBEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEFFFFFFFFAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCTTTTTTTTOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        $$$$$$$$11111111000000000000000000000000--------44444444999999999999999999999999  
Robert C. Aronoff, Alexandra Chasin, Susan Deitz & Morris 
Mandelker, NY State Senator Thomas K. Duane, Martha Ehrenfeld, 
Marshall Miller & Dorian Solot, Mark Neil, Gerard Palmeri, Nancy 
Polikoff, Catherine E. Reuben, Amber Settle & André Berthiaume 

SSSSSSSSUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        $$$$$$$$555555550000000000000000--------999999999999999999999999    
Ashton Applewhite & Bob Stein, Anita Bernstein, Ulla Figwer & 
Dave Goss, Mark Schubin & Karen McLaughlin, Peter Woit & 
Pamela Cruz 

LLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        $$$$$$$$222222225555555500000000--------444444449999999999999999    
Anonymous, Goldie and Les Solot, Tom Amoroso, Julie Bluhm & Stephen Gumnit, C.T. Butler & Diana Bradley, Terry 
M. Demby, Deborah Dillon, Diana Gabriel, Amy S. Glesius & Roger Buelow, David Graves, Toni Haber, April Herms & 
Lexi Adams, Leslie Hutchings, Meaghan Lamarre, Sherri Langburt & Kenneth Schoen, Betsy Lehrfeld & Jim Turner, 
Will Marcotte, Frieda Max, Suzanne Miller & Walter vom Saal, Pepper Mint, Martin & Kim Scheinberg, Ann Schranz, 
Jo VanEvery, Robyn Wagner, Robert West & Petey Young, Alice Yew  

FFFFFFFFRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNDDDDDDDDSSSSSSSS        $$$$$$$$111111110000000000000000--------222222224444444499999999    
Anonymous, Stacey Alexander, Nancy Bauck, Ginny Brock & Daniel Schmeltzer, Melinda Brown & Lou Sortman, 
Rachel A. Buddeberg, Michael Cammer & Dianne Cox, Anneke Campbell & Jeremy Kagan, Paul Christensen, Robert 
Cook Jr., Janna Cordeiro & Sebastian Toomey, Kimberly A Crossman, James Denny, Robert Devries, Searah 
Deysach, Abe Doherty & John Osborne, Ralph & Sally Donofrio, Lisa Duggan, Eric & Mary Folley, Paulette Freed & 
Mayer Freed, Janie Fronek & Ken Heskestad, Jennifer Gaboury & Jay Goldfinger, Dr. Karen Gail Lewis, Nathan 
Gerratt & Joanna Miles, Dr. Peter J. Giannini, Michael Glasser, Ray Grist, Reri Grist-Thomson, William A. Gulvin, Ali 
Hatch, Lisa Healey, Frederick Hertz, Melissa Hess, Samuel D. Hummel, Jr. & Kriti Sharma, Velma Jeremiah, Alison 
Johnson, Gretchen Kehde & Jon Soroko, Dianne Kiser, Roger Kohn, Jonathan Krall, Mary Kyle, Roger Lake, John 
Lapham & Annie Hoffman, James A. Larson, Tom Limoncelli, Lisanne Mackenzie, Susan & Charles McLean, G. Noah 
Newmark, Robyn Ochs & Peg Preble, Richard Pearlman & Cathy Pearlman, Marc Rosen, James Rothman, Melora 
Rush & David Booth, Drew Shell, Fred Siegman, Jan Smith, Jeanne Stiles & Thomas Fogarty, E. Kay Trimberger, 
Mary Ann Vorasky, Bernadette Wright & Don Krapf, Sarah Wright, Libby Zimmerman & Kostia Bergman 

BBBBBBBBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        $$$$$$$$11111111--------9999999999999999  
Anonymous (11), Terry Boggis, Tree Bressen, Brenda Buker, Christian Burgess, Deborah Chalfie, Tom Cichonski, 
Lisa Cohen, Thomas F. Coleman, Thomas Coziahr, Sandra C. Cunha, James Danky, John Deming, Bella DePaulo, 
Mary J. Deysach, Mary Donlon, Skip Drumm & Alan Gross, Viannah Duncan, Arlene Englander, Chris & Jen Fariello, 
Yvonne Farrell, Jennifer Fishman, Travis Fritsche, Marcia Geller, Susan Ghanbarpour & Manish Anand, Susanna 
Gilbertson & Michael Froehlich, Jerry Gerash, David Glassman, Mary C. Gniadek, James W. Gordon, Miriam 
Greenwald, Anne Gross, Nancy J. Hile, Janis Hochman, Rodney Hoffman, Tim Holderbaum, Kristen Irvin, Sandy 
Johnson, Elsa Johnson, Angela Joyner, Lin Kane, Stephen Katz, William F. Keinath, Tova Kirschner, Kim Klein & 
Stephanie Roth, Sabina Kneisly, Ann Korff & Stacy Caldwell, Miguel La Rota, Mary Riege Laner, Ph.D., Jeffrey Laube, 
Ed Lesen & Clarice Pollock, Sarah Lovering, Jeffrey Marker & Paula Freedman, Richard Mc Elroy, Lindy McClean, 
Robin Meader, Gary W. Meyer, Stephen Miles Jr., Jessica Morgan & Brian Perkins, Jennifer Nagy, Lorri Nandrea, 
Laura Pinsof, Susan Piontek, Stevie Reinheimer, Priscilla Rivera, Sondra Roldan, Gilad Rosner, David Rotenberg, 
Sunessa Schettler & Matthew Glidden, Arnold Schwab, Polly Shaver, John Smile, ‘Becca Stallings & Daniel Efran, 
Robyn Steely, Perris Straughter, Heidi Strupp, Steve Sutor, Miriam, Rebecca, & Robin Tell, Deborah R. Tibbetts, 
Joanna Turner, John Ullman, Cherie L Ve Ard & Fritz Neumann, Beatrice Vicere, Kenneth Lee Vickers & Kay 
Holloway, Arno A. Warnke, Sharon Woznicki, Thomas M. Yamin & Patti Schulte  

22222222000000000000000077777777        BBBBBBBBOOOOOOOOAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRDDDDDDDD        OOOOOOOOFFFFFFFF        DDDDDDDDIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRREEEEEEEECCCCCCCCTTTTTTTTOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        
Julie Bluhm, Alison E. Hatch, Meaghan Lamarre, Marshall Miller, Mark Neil, Dorian Solot, Jo Van Every   
Executive Director: Lisa-Nicolle (Nicky) Grist        

DDDDDDDDoooooooonnnnnnnnaaaaaaaattttttttiiiiiiiioooooooonnnnnnnnssssssss        ooooooooffffffff        ggggggggooooooooooooooooddddddddssssssss        &&&&&&&&        sssssssseeeeeeeerrrrrrrrvvvvvvvviiiiiiiicccccccceeeeeeeessssssss        
Anneke Campbell & Jeremy Kagan, Kathy 
Collins & Leath Tonkin, Susan Deitz & 
Morris Mandelker, Searah Deysach, 
Martha Ehrenfeld, Abigail Garner, Paul 
Jean, John Kilguss, Sherri Langburt & 
Kenneth Schoen, Mark Neil, Norman & 
Gwen Parish, Robinson & Cole, Trader 
Joe’s, E. Kay Trimberger, Doyle Warren 


